Anna Lindh, a Swedish Social Democratic politician and Sweden’s former Minister of Foreign Affairs, was tragically assassinated while shopping at the Nordiska Kompaniet department store on September 10, 2003, four days before the popular referendum took place in which Swedish voters rejected the adoption of the Euro. She was announced dead the following day. The convicted assassin of Anna Lindh is Mijailo Mijailović, a Serbian who has been living in Sweden since the early 90’s. Mijailović has previously been convicted of violent crimes. It was said that he has been released from a mental institution just a few days before the killing took place. Months later, reports concluded that the Lindh’s assassin was not criminally insane during the assassination. Apparently, this was his reaction to the fact that Lindh supported the American-led military campaign and bombing raids against Serbia in 1999. On December 2004, when the assassin was still in a closed psychiatric ward, he was sentenced to life imprisonment for murdering Anna Lindh, who spent the last few days of her life helping to lead the campaign for a ‘yes’ vote, which was to take place in September’s referendum on the euro currency. His sentence was confirmed by the Swedish Supreme Court.
Anna Lindh had a successful political career. It is no doubt that she would always be remembered as Sweden’s most popular and youngest politicians. She was appointed by Goran Persson, Sweden’s current prime minister, to replace Lena Hjelm-Wallén as Minister of Foreign Affairs. Lindh was known for her strong political involvement. She was the first woman to serve as the president of the Swedish Social Democratic Youth League. She maintained her presidential status for six years until she was appointed as the Deputy Mayor of Stockholm in charge of culture and leisure. When Ingvar Carlsson won the Social Democratic election and became prime minister in 1994, the same year that the Swedes supported European Union membership in a referendum, she was appointed as Minister for the Environment. 
Lindh was responsible for representing the official foreign policy position for the European Union when she became Chairman of the Council of the European Union in 2001. She took her international work very seriously, and became even more popular for her criticism of America’s invasion of Iraq and military involvement in Afghanistan. She was also very critical of the theocracy in Iran, especially after she visited the country in 2002, and the discussions she held regarding human rights in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. She has been a strong believer in rights, freedom, and public opinion since her youth. 
Lindh remains a role model for aspiring politicians, especially young women. She was a prominent and charismatic leader who represented a “better Sweden.” 
