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I used to frequently enquire myself about the reason that leads Al-Azhar University to
continue, to the present day, with its apartheid policy of segregating between male and
female students; this is accomplished by having university-affiliated colleges for males,
and other separate colleges for females. However, I believe that yesterday, and only
yesterday, I found a satisfactory answer to this inquiry.

I was standing at the premises of the Faculty of Sharia & Law in Damanhour, where I
study, and was waiting for a lecture to begin. I noticed that someone standing not far
from me was glaring at my lecture notebook that I carry with me. At first, I did not give
any interest in him, thinking that he’s one of the inquisitive students spreading around in
the university. However, after a few minutes, he approached me and told me, while
pointing at the lecture notebook, “Is that a scene you place on a lecture notebook in
college? I have broken my fast in the Ramadan daytime because of you!”

I then remembered that I had glued, on the notebook’s exterior, the sticker of this
month’s program for the arts center affiliated with the Alexandria library. The special
shows for this month were basically some of the first Egyptian cinematic movies, The
Beginnings of Cinema Parlant in Egypt. I had placed beside the show schedules some
pictures taken from the films that were in the program, including the picture that aroused
this student and made him accuse me of making him break his fast in the Ramadan
daytime. It was a picture of the late artist Muhammad Abdul-Wahhab, with an actress
whose name I do not know, as a snapshot of The White Rose, one of the movies of the
program.

After hearing what this student said, I instantly realized the true reason that made
Al-Azhar University’s administration continue, to the present day, with its filthy policy of
apartheid segregation between male and female students. For if that picture, which had
nothing but the heads of the actor and actress, had aroused this student such that it made
him break his fast in the Ramadan daytime, then we would expect that if the system of
segregation between male and female students were to be cancelled, then all of




Al-Azhar’s female students would be returning to their homes, from the first day,
carrying embryos in their wombs from those students who are sexually frenzied because
of Al-Azhar’s policy.

It is in Al-Azhar’s interest to have female students treated in this humiliating manner
which we do not even treat our animals in. This has created from the university students a
large segment of homosexuals; this has become known to everyone, and no one differs on
its demonstration.

This apartheid segregation policy has significantly affected the students. Al-Azhar
University’s male students now look for anything to quench their strong sexual thirst.
They do not leave any searchable thing without searching for its sexual indications; this
search did not even exclude their academic books and lectures

For example, we find them searching specifically in Islamic jurisprudence books for any
phrase that refers to sex, sexual conditions, or the stipulations of extramarital sex and
Islamic jurisprudence related to women. We find them heavily focused on these topics,
and at the same time neglecting the rest of the important academic subjects whose topics
do not necessarily bring up this matter.

During academic lectures, you can talk about this with no embarrassment. You find them,
particularly in the Islamic jurisprudence lectures, trying to understand what the lecturer
says in different ways, and they attempt to have him bring up thorny sexual topics while
they are in a state of extreme sexual frenzy. They wait for these Islamic jurisprudence
lectures with no patience so they can satiate their pervert sexual instincts by enjoying
crude sexual phrases that the lecturer uses.

For example, I recall a lecture given by one of the college’s teaching assistants of the
Shafi’i Islamic jurisprudence subject. His name is Ismail Abdul-Rahman Oushab. During
that lecture, he spoke about the invalidators of a Muslim’s wudu [partial ablution], and
among those he mentioned a man touching a foreign non-mahram woman! And in order
for the lecturer to deliver this information to the minds of those sexually sick students, he
explained it as follows:

“If your wudu were valid, and you were standing in a crowded train with a young female
displaying her finery standing beside you, and the train were completely crowded so
some parts of your body were stuck to parts of hers, would your wudu be invalidated?”

The students initiated with asking what essentially these body parts were!

So he asked them, “If your hair were in contact with hers, would your wudu be
invalidated?”

Intensely craving for the questions that would follow this one, the students replied,
‘CYeS.7’




He then asked them, “If your shoulder were stuck to hers, would your wudu be
invalidated?”

The students again replied, “Yes.”
He then asked them, “If your chest were stuck to hers, would your wudu be invalidated?”’
The students again replied, “Yes.”

He then asked them, “And if your thigh were stuck to hers, would your wudu be
invalidated?”

With a tone of laughter, and with crude sexual phrases being repeated in the hall, the
students replied, “Yes.”

He finally asked, “And if your reproductive organs were stuck to hers, would your wudu
be invalidated?”

The hall rocked with laughter and shameful sexual phrases called out by the students, in
the presence of this doctor who did not hesitate to join them in their laughter and
happiness for bringing up this sexual topic.

This is the situation of the students in the university, as is the situation of the teachers
who were studying within its walls in the past... Utter insolence and shameful focus on
disgraceful sexual topics inside this university, which they always claim is the largest
referential for Muslims on a global scale. So if the largest Islamic jurisprudence
referential for Muslims has this level of degradation and shabbiness, then what about the
religion that they preach and adhere to? It will necessarily be more disreputable, and
bleaker than what we see in this university.

Al-Azhar University is the only university in Egypt that continues, to the present, to
exercise this filthy policy toward its students, out of its wish to exaggerate these topics in
their minds, and to make them not think of anything other than that. They do not envision
the existence of a clean relationship between a young male and female outside the scope
of sex; this is reflected by the behavior of the students who now enjoy a state of sexual
frenzy upon merely seeing a young girl walk in front of them in the public road.

In the past, a person’s enrolment to study in Al-Azhar was something to be joked at, and
the scholars of Al-Azhar — because of their extreme ignorance of the reality they live in —
served as examples in stupidity and underdevelopment.

When Napoléon came to Egypt, he attempted to joke at Al-Azhar’s scholars. He gathered
them in his home, brought in one of the scientists who had come with his fleet, and
informed them that he will show them a strange invention.




The scholars impatiently waited for this invention. In the presence of Napoléon, the
French scientist told them to each hold the hand of his colleague to form a single coherent
circle. The scientist then brought a long rope (it later turned out to be an electrical wire)
and connected one end to the hand of the Azharite Islamic scholar who stood in front of
him, and so an electrical shock from the cable ran into all of them. (This was at the time
when those scholars knew nothing about such inventions.) This made them tremble under
the impression that what these Frenchmen were doing to them was an example of magic
or sorcery.

As for our present time, the Azharite characteristic is added to anyone in whom people
notice an extreme sexual frenzy due to the repression falling on him from any side. So, do
the Islamic scholars of Al-Azhar still uphold, to this degree, their ideas which led to
sexual repression suffered by the male and female students and transformed to openly
stark debauchery practiced outside the walls of the university in an uncivilized manner?!

To those who don’t know, Al-Azhar University is one of the main causes of
strengthening sectarianism between the sons of the single homeland in Egypt. As
everyone knows, Egypt is comprised of two large ethnic sects: Muslim Copts and
Christian Copts. (By ‘Copts’, I mean the Egyptians, for the word ‘Coptic’ means
‘Egyptian’ in the ancient Egyptian language.) And as is known, Al-Azhar University
follows an extremely bigoted and discriminatory policy when it comes to offering
admission to students, for it does not accept among its students other than Muslims. Even
if a Christian student wished to study Islamic studies, it would not accept him as a
student.

If we truly want to completely eliminate sectarianism in Egypt, then we must perform
one of two important tasks: We either move to shut down Al-Azhar University, because it
is the only university in Egypt that encourages increasing the sectarian and ethnic
discrimination between the sons of the single homeland. Such discrimination is
accomplished by not accepting non-Muslim students to study in it on one hand, and on
the other hand by its teaching of Islamic subjects that incite to hatred, hostility, and
humiliating treatment of non-Muslims.

Or, we move to include this university under the Ministry of Higher Education, eliminate
the religious university characteristic from it, and transform it into a secular university
that accepts all students regardless of their creed and affiliation, and without giving any
consideration to religious differences in it. In addition, the religious colleges present in it
should be shut down and transformed into colleges that teach contemporary science,
which Al-Azhar to our present day insists on forbidding some students from studying.
Within this context, we should also take into account the cancellation of the gender-
based, apartheid segregation policy between male and female students by including all
students in one college, like all other colleges in Egypt and the world. At the same time,
we should demand dissolving all hard-line Islamic organizations that are present inside
the university, as well as those that are recognized by the university’s administration,
such as the extremist Jeel Al-Nasr Al-Manshood [The Promised Generation of Triumph].
This is so students do not transform someday into extremist fighters the same way




students in the Faculty of Sharia in Kabul previously transformed into the Taliban
movement, which with its reactionary and eccentric ideas reigned Afghanistan.

I call on Egyptian government officials to take the necessary procedures to protect the
Egyptian youth from the spread of subversive religious ideologies among them by
permanently shutting down religious institutions in this country. Shutting them down will
stop the prevalence of the tone of hatred and sectarian enmity, heated by what Al-Azhar
students study from things that incite to hatred and scorn of non-Muslims, and depicting
them as infidels, ritually unclean, et cetera. We still study these things to our present day
in this expired university, which today transformed into pastures and fertile grazing land
for religious extremists. Hundreds of those extremists are affiliated with this university,
and they graduate from it carrying Al-Azhar diplomas. The West views Al-Azhar
University as being the correct referential for moderate Islamic thought, while at the same
time they are ignorant of many facts on this university that is considered to be a tool for
sowing sedition, and for spreading vice among the sons of Egypt.

In the end, I hope to hear an echo of what I wrote, and that these words do not go
unheeded. 1T hope what I wrote will be taken in consideration, so we can live in an
atmosphere prevalent of security and safety among our families, friends, and neighbors in
our beloved Egypt. We hope to someday see our beloved Egypt tearing off the garment of
sectarian discrimination, and wearing the garment of tolerance. We hope to see it
spreading love and peace among people, as it used to in various eras and millennia.
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